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moment may be gone before you can recover. This is true whether you 
are doing street photography or visiting a natural or man-made site. 
Mountains, trees, monuments, and other static subjects are, of course, 
not going to go anywhere, but the ray of sunshine, the soaring eagle, or 
the embracing couple that add the needed element to your photograph 
are unlikely to hang around. Think of it as hunting—whenever you leave 
the confines of your camp, you should be ready and able to capture 
whatever pops up.

Make time for photography. Like doing anything well, making good 
photographs requires a commitment of time and energy. One problem 
with much of modern travel is that the days are chockablock full of 
scheduled tours, events, and meals. Our trips are usually of limited time, 
and we naturally want to see as many sites as possible. The itineraries 
rarely leave room for serious photography. You have to make time. It 
may help to make photography a scheduled part of every day, so you 
know you have the time and won't be tempted to get lazy and say, "I'll do 
it tomorrow." It might rain tomorrow. Don't procrastinate.
When traveling, you're likely to encounter all sorts of situations and 
subjects. This requires being a bit of a jack-of-all-trades—you need to 
be able to photograph portraits, landscapes, and everything in between.
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Above all, work the situations over. Never be satisfied 
with your first view of a place or the first frame you 
snap. It's always possible—and usually likely—that you 
can come up with something better. Why else would 
painters make sketches? Get closer, then get closer 
still. Try different angles, different lenses. Wait for the 
light, wait for the crowd, wait for a bird to land on the 
tree branch. Never be in a hurry to get somewhere 
else. Tell yourself that nothing is more important than 
getting the best you can get out of the situation you are 
in. Once you've exhausted every possibility you can 
think of, you can start working on the next one.


